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The Present Conflict of Ideals. A Study of the Philosophical Back- 
ground of the World-War. By Ralph Barton Perry. New 
York: Longmans, Green & Co., 1918. Pp. xiii+549. $4.50. 

In his thirty-five chapters, a series of lectures, the author ranges 
far. The book searches for practical aspects of the more abstract 
discussion in "Present Philosophical Tendencies," following the topical 
order there used — naturalism, idealism, pragmatism, and realism. 
Professor Perry summarizes his standpoint in these words: 

Realism is individualistic, democratic and humanitarian in its ethics. 
It is theistic and melioristic in its religion. Realism is essentially a philosophy 
which refuses to deceive or console itself by comfortable illusions. It prefers 
to keep its eyes open. But it is neither cynical nor embittered. It distin- 
guishes the good from the evil, and seeks to promote it, not with a sense of 
assured triumph, but rather with the confidence that springs from resolution. 

Perhaps the lectures may justly be described as an elaborate com- 
mentary and criticism of theories and practice made in Germany: 
like Dewey and Santayana in recent volumes, Dr. Perry traces the 
implications of its Kantian ethics, its Hegelian absolutism, its dogmatic 
socialism, its sentimental aestheticism, its political realism, and its 
cult of science and efficiency. Chapters on the philosophy of nation- 
ality and on national traits of Germany, France, and England are 
included. 

New realism is congenial to sober and factual analysis of social 
problems. The lucid essays of Perry and Bertrand Russell should be 
supplemented by them and other realists with intensive and careful 
studies, in which the analytical skill and sense for fact of the realists 
may have free outlet. 

E. L. Talbert 

University of Cincinnati 



Syndicalism and Philosophical Realism. By J. W.Scott. London: 
A. & C. Black, Ltd., 1919. 

"It has been the fate of both of the two perhaps most antagonistic 
philosophies of the moment to be made to provide support for syndi- 
calist ideas — namely, the evolutionism headed by Bergson and the 
realism founded on Mr. Bertrand Russell." Mr. Scott is able to 
support this thesis by not taking Bergson and Russell very seriously 
and by taking Sorel very seriously indeed. Syndicalism (a la Sorel) 



